a remarkable tacility in gaining a. wide currency; which is all lilie greater in proportion to the boldness displayed in their invention. Those fables also in which the Indians have represented the lower animals as talking to each other have been diffused through, almost every country in the world, in a way we cannot undcrsta'iid. Other fables found their way to the Greeks before even the name of India was known to them. In this class some fables even, in Homer must be reckoned,—a matter which, before the Yedas were better known, admitted only of probable conjecture, but could not be established by unquestionable proofs. wq perceive, moreover, that the further the epic poems of the Greeks depart from their original simplicity the more, for that very reason, do those fables creep into them ; .while, a very liberal use of them is made by the poets of a later age. It would be a great mistake Lo suppose that those fables only in which India is mentioned proceeded from India; for a fable in becoming current carries along with it the name of the locality in which the scene of it is laid. An. example will make this clear. The Indians supposed that towards the north, beyond the Hinia™' laya, dwelt the Uttarakuri, a people who enjoyed a long and happy life, to whom disease and care were unknown, and who revelled in every delight in a land all paradise. This fable made its way to the West, carrying with it the name of the locality to which it related, and so it carne to pass that from the time of Hesiod the Greeks supposed that towards the north lived the H y p e r b o-r e a n s, whose very name was fashioned after some

